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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

   March 3, 2010

Ocean County Prosecutor Marlene Lynch Ford announced today that as a result of a cooperative investigation conducted by the Little Egg Harbor Police Department and the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office, Little Egg Harbor Township Committeeman Scott Stites was charged with one count of theft by deception in excess of five-hundred dollars ($500). The charges are based upon an allegation that Mr. Stites fraudulently obtained unemployment benefits from November 2008 through November 2009.  Committeeman Stites was also charged with one count of making an unsworn falsification because he is alleged to have negotiated an unemployment check claiming that he met all the eligibility requirements for receiving unemployment benefits. Theft by deception in excess of five-hundred dollars is a third degree offense.  Unsworn falsification is a fourth degree offense. Mr. Stites was charged on March 2, 2010 and he was released on a summons.  

"This is part of an ongoing investigation," explained Prosecutor Ford.  If any member of the public has information relevant to this investigation, they are encouraged to contact Detective Paul Melega of the Little Egg Harbor Police Department at (609) 296-3666 extension 145 or Detective Steve Mecka of the Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office at (732) 929-2027 extension 2245.

 The media and the public are reminded that criminal charges are merely accusations and that this defendant is innocent until proven guilty.

The media and public are reminded that criminal charges are merely accusations and that these defendants are presumed innocent until proven guilty.
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CONTACT: Deputy Chief Michael Mohel


Ocean County Prosecutor’s Office


P.O. Box 2191


Toms River, NJ 08753


Phone: (732) 929-2027














PAGE  
2

